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“Schools say calculator mandate ignores funding issues”
Below
are excerpts
from the
Fort Worth Star Telegram “We just don’t have the funds to purchase a
Read
more here:
http://www.star-telegram.com/2014/04/15/5740585/schools-sayarticle dated April 15, 2014 by Aamena Ahmed. The tablet for every eighth-grade student in our
calculator-mandate.html?rh=1#storylink=cpy
article
tells how poorer school districts need calculators district,” spokeswoman Patricia Ayala said.
or tablets for STAAR testing.

”

As the state integrates a directive that
requires eighth-graders in Texas public
schools to have graphing calculators for
STAAR testing, some poorer school districts
say such mandates ignore their financial
difficulties
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In February, state Education Commissioner
wrote to Texas superintendents to tell them
they must ensure that eighth-graders have
graphing
calculators
for
STAAR
assessments starting in the 2014-15 school
year.
The calculators cost more than $100 each.
Districts have provided them for algebra
classes but not for most eighth-grade math
classes. The state will not provide extra
funding for the mandate

Help us by writing
a review about our
goals & progress.

To provide more flexibility, the requirements
were amended to include the option of
substituting math applications on tablet
devices for calculators. But many propertypoor districts and their advocates said
resources are limited and they have other
issues to consider.
“Most of the students in our school district
live in poverty,” said Marcus Nelson,
superintendent of the Laredo school district,
where more than 90 percent of the student
body is economically disadvantaged. “We
don’t have big budgets to spend from. We
are trying to buy the equipment, but we
can’t ignore that it is expensive.”
In the Ysleta school district in El Paso, more
than 80 percent of students are
economically disadvantaged. Officials there
said paying for tablets or calculators won’t
be easy.

It’s hard for school districts with a lower tax
base to buy the same instructional material
as other districts, said Ray Freeman, deputy
executive director of the Equity Center, which
advocates for property-poor school districts.
“They’ll do what they have to do to be
accredited, but it takes away money they are
already spending elsewhere,” he said, adding
that it creates a situation in which “schools
might have to give up an optional Spanish or
career technology elective, since they may
not be able to fund the materials for it.”
Read the whole story.
____________
Aid for Educators wants to help provide tablets to
teachers. Tablets can be used in many ways from
calculators to class projects.
They are inexpensive and students reap the
benefits. Contribute to Aid for Educators campaign

Tablets for Teachers
IndieGoGo
A teacher’s first step, complete our application
for consideration.

TEACHER APPLICATION
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Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible Amazon Smile purchases to Aid for
Educators. Amazon Smile is the same
Amazon you know - same products, same
prices, same service.
Support Aid for Educators by starting your
Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com.
Make sure to bookmark our Amazon page.

Help Aid for Educators by registering your
Kroger Plus card ONLINE, then click Kroger
Community Rewards, enter your Plus card
number, once your card is verified, just
enter 91131. Every time you use your card you
will be helping our teachers and students.

Aid for Educators is an Albertsons Community
Partner. Present our card with the A4E barcode, at
the cash register and Albertsons will donate a
percent of your purchase. Click to print key cards.

If you would like to volunteer and help our teachers please email us.
www.aid4edu.org

admin@aid4edu.org 817-888-5878

EIN: 46-1208082

